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Dear Parents, Guardians, Students, 

As you enjoy the lazy, hazy, days of summer at Garfield Middle School we would like to encourage 

all students to embrace summer reading! Research tells us that students who read during the 

summer avoid what is known as summer slide, the loss of academic skills and practice during the 

summer months. Studies show that students who don’t read over the summer lose as many as 

3 months of instruction—that’s 1/3 of the year! Over time, children who don’t read over the 

summer are years behind, academically, than those who do read. 

Remember that e-readers, iPads, iPhones, and Android devices are places that can have the summer 

reading downloaded and carried to any place that you can take a traditional book! The free Open 

eBook app, access codes were given to students by their literature teachers. Grade 6 students 

received their Open eBook access codes from their 5th grade teachers. Some of our selections can 

also be enjoyed on audio books and used in conjunction with the text as well. The Garfield Public 

library also is a great resource for students and can have the titles as well. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER ASSIGNMENT: GRADE 8 

 

 ALL Students are required to read at least 2 books. They can be any of the choices on the 

eBook app along with the listing of books by grade level. 

 These two books will be counted towards the required reading for the first marking 

period. 

 Students will be expected to present a BOOK TALK about book # 1 to the class. 

 Fill out the attached book talk form for book #1 to present to your literature teacher at the 

start of school. 

  Suggested reading lists are on gboe.org by grade level. The reading lists were created with 

student recommendations for that grade. 

 For book #2 you will do the “One Pager” assignment also attached to this assignment. 

 

 Once you complete the two books it is recommended that you read as much as possible 

during the summer! 

 

The attached book talk form and one pager will be given to your LITERATURE teacher on 

September 13, 2018. The assignments were explained and discussed in detail in class before the 

end of the school year. Students will be held accountable for the assigned reading during the 

first marking period. All work should be the students’ own work and not plagiarized from the 

internet or other sources. 

The Language Arts Department  
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Organizer: For Preparing a Book Talk 
Fill out one of these organizers for ONE of the books you read. 

There is a sample attached for you to model. 

 

Attention-Getter (Quote from the book to hook the audience) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction (Title, Author, Genre) 

 

 

 

 

 

Body (Describe the plot, characters, conflict, themes, lessons learned without 

giving too much away!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion (Why you loved the book, and why other students should read it—be 

specific) 
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An example of a short Book Talk on The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman: 
 

 
(Attention-Getter) 

 “There was a hand in the darkness, and it held a knife.”   

 

(Intro) 

The Graveyard Book is a fictional novel by Neil Gaiman, who also wrote Coraline.  
 

(Body) 

In this book, Neil Gaiman tells the story of Nobody Owens, known as Bod.  On the night his 

parents are brutally murdered, 2 year old Bod calmly climbs out of his crib and toddles out 

of the house and into a nearby cemetery.  There he is adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Owens 

(childless and dead for 250 years!)  who gladly care for the child and protect him from 

harm. 

With loving ghostly parents, teachers, friends, and protectors, Bod grows from age two to 

fifteen in the graveyard.  He learns to read and do numbers, and he also learns some 

ghostly skills.  But not all the residents of the graveyard are friendly.  There are witches, 

ghouls and creatures and let’s not forget Jack – the evil fiend who is out to finish the job 

he started. 

 

(Conclusion) 

Filled with great illustrations, this is a funny, exciting and suspenseful story.  How will Bod 

survive?  Or will he?  Can his loving family and friends really protect him from the evil 

Jack?  This delightfully gruesome and very English tale will certainly appeal to both boys 

and girls who like adventure stories, suspense and some action. The Graveyard Book won 

the Newbery Award in 2009, and the awards said that the book is a “delicious mix of 
murder, fantasy, humour and human longing,” according to Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High 

School Librarian for The Washington Evergreen Young Adult Book Award, 2011 
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One-Pager Independent Summer Reading Project 

Book #2 
 

A One-Pager is a way of responding to a book on one piece of paper.  It 

represents your own written and graphic interpretation of what you have read.  

In this report you will show facts and information about the book, as well as 

creating a visual representation of the book. 

 

Directions: 

□ Paper size can be anywhere from 8 ½" x 11"-11" x 17", unlined paper (any 

color). 

□ Use colored pens, pencils or markers, unless black and white is the BEST 

design choice. 

□ Write your name on the back. 

□ Be creative and thoughtful. It is meant to be a challenge to truly represent 

your experience of a book in such a small space.  

□ Arrange the following required elements on the page in any way you choose 

(ALL are required for full points): 

□ You must NUMBER each element 1-9 on the actual poster. 

 

1 Sketch one visual symbol that represents the text’s main theme. Identify it. 

2 Write out two significant quotations and include your analysis (include page number 

and source) 

3 Include a sketch and a sentence representing the setting. 

4 Make connections between the text and current events using sketches and text. 

5 Examine one or two main characters and their development. 

6 Identify three symbols from the book through sketches or text. 

7 Include a border that reflects elements from the book. This can be words, pictures, 

symbols, quotes. 

8 Create and answer two questions that require more than a basic answer.  

9 Make a comparison between the text and something else that you've read, studied or 

experienced. Your comparison should have depth. 
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  4 3 2 1 

Theme Clear, over the 

top 

representation of 

main theme 

Representation 

of main theme 

Representation 

of a minor theme 

No 

representation of 

main theme 

Quote and 

Analysis 

2 Quotations 

and clear, 

concise analysis 

One missing: 2 

Quotations and 

clear, concise 

analysis 

Two missing: 2 

Quotations and 

clear, concise 

analysis 

Three missing: 2 

Quotations and 

clear, concise 

analysis 

Setting Setting is clear 

and over the top  

Setting is 

represented 

Time or place is 

not represented 

Setting is not 

clearly 

represented 

Connections Two connections 

between the text 

and current 

events are 

clearly 

depicted/written 

through sketches 

and text. 

One connection 

between the 

text and current 

events are 

depicted/written 

through 

sketches and 

text. 

One unclear  

connections 

between the text 

and current 

events are 

depicted/written 

through sketches 

and text. 

Two unclear 

connections 

between the text 

and current 

events are 

depicted/written 

through sketches 

and text. 

Character 

Development 

Two characters 

are examined 

deeply and 

clearly 

represented 

One character is 

examined 

deeply and 

clearly 

represented 

Two characters 

are  represented 

One character 

are  represented 

Symbols Three symbols 

are clearly, over 

the top identified 

Two symbols are 

clearly, over the 

top identified 

One symbol is 

clearly, over the 

top identified 

One symbol is  

identified 

Border. Border reflects 

multiple 

elements from 

the book 

Border reflects 

some elements 

from the book 

Border reflects 

one element 

from the book 

Border loosely 

reflects an 

element from the 

book 

Questions Two thought 

provoking 

questions and in 

depth answers 

using RATE 

Two thought 

provoking 

questions and  

answers using 

RATE 

One thought 

provoking 

questions and in 

depth answers 

using RATE 

One thought 

provoking 

questions and 

answer using 

RATE 

Comparison Two connections 

between the text 

and book or 

experience are 

clearly 

depicted/written 

through sketches 

and text. 

One connection 

between the 

text and book or 

experience are 

depicted/written 

through 

sketches and 

text. 

One unclear  

connections 

between the text 

and book or 

experience  are 

depicted/written 

through sketches 

and text. 

Two unclear 

connections 

between the text 

and book or 

experience are 

depicted/written 

through sketches 

and text. 
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BOOKS RECOMMENDED BY GRADE 8 STUDENTS: 

Rumble Fish by S. E. Hinton- Rusty-James is the toughest guy in the group of high-school kids who 

hang out and shoot pool down at Benny's, and he enjoys keeping up his reputation. What he wants 

most of all is to be just like his older brother, the Motorcycle Boy. He wants to stay calm and 

laughing when things get dangerous, to be the toughest street fighter and the most respected guy 

on their side of the river. Rusty-James isn't book-smart, and he knows it. He relies on his fists 

instead of his brains. Until now he's gotten along all right, because whenever he gets into trouble, 

the Motorcycle Boy bails him out. But Rusty-James' drive to be like his brother eats away at his 

world--until it all comes apart in an explosive chain of events. And this time the Motorcycle Boy 

isn't around to pick up the pieces. Fiction Level R 

Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes- The beloved classic story of a mentally disabled man 
whose experimental quest for intelligence mirrors that of Algernon, an extraordinary lab mouse. In 
poignant diary entries, Charlie tells how a brain operation increases his IQ and changes his life. As 
the experimental procedure takes effect, Charlie's intelligence expands until it surpasses that of the 
doctors who engineered his metamorphosis. The experiment seems to be a scientific breakthrough 
of paramount importance--until Algernon begins his sudden, unexpected deterioration. Will the 
same happen to Charlie? Fiction Level Z 

Color Me Dark- the Diary of Nellie Lee Love, The Great Migration North- Chicago, Illinois, 

1919 - An ordinary girl living extraordinary events. Her family, love, characterizes her comfortable, 

secure world in Bradford Corners, TN. until Uncle Pace is murdered by the KKK.  Level X 

 
The River by Gary Paulsen- "We want you to do it again. “These words, spoken to fifteen-year-
old Brian Robeson, will change his life. Two years earlier, Brian was stranded alone in the 
wilderness for 54 days with nothing but a small hatchet. Yet he survived. Now the government 
wants him to go back into the wilderness so that astronauts and the military can learn the survival 
techniques that kept Brian alive. Soon the project backfires, though, leaving Brian with a wounded 
partner and a long river to navigate. His only hope is to build a raft and try to transport the injured 
man a hundred miles downstream to a trading post — if the map he has is accurate. Fiction Level R 

Homeboyz  by Alan Lawrence Sitomer- When Teddy Anderson's little sister Tina is gunned down 

randomly in a drive-by shooting, the gangstas who rule the streets in the Anderson family's rapidly 

deteriorating neighborhood dismiss the incident as just another case of RP, RT-wrong place, wrong 

time. According to gangsta logic, Tina doesn't even count as a statistic.  Fiction Level V 

The Hoopster by Alan Lawrence Sitomer - Andre Anderson is an African American teenager with a 

bright future. He loves to play basketball. He loves to hang out with his friends. He loves to laugh. Andre has 

skills, brains, and heart. He also has a dream. Then he is viciously attacked. Now everything he ever believed 
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about the world has been called into question. Even his deadly jump shot. How can a man get up 

when he has been unjustly beaten down? Andre is about to find out. Andre is The Hoopster. 

Hip Hop High School by Alan Lawrence Sitomer - Theresa Anderson is every kind of smart: too 

smart-mouthed for her own good, street smart enough to deal with a neighborhood that gets more 

dangerous every day, and more book smart than anyone knows. But with the example of her super-

achieving older brother towering above her, Theresa hasn't even been trying. How can a girl 

compete against the family favorite, especially when he's a certified local hero? With her parents 

and her teachers always on her case, and her best friend pregnant and dropped out of school, 

Theresa turns to hip-hop for comfort. Her favorite singers seem to understand her when no one 

else does. Everything changes when a new man comes into Theresa's life: Devon, whose tough-guy 

reputation conceals a blazing ambition for academic success. Devon helps Theresa face up to her 

own talent and ambition, and together they set off on a three-year quest to beat the SAT and get 

into top colleges. But then Devon gets shot in a street fight, leaving Theresa with two piles of 

unfinished college applications her own and Dev's and time running out. . .  

Doormat by Kelyl McWilliams – What would you do if your best friend got pregnant? 
Fourteen-year-old Jaime is used to her best friend, Melissa, being the center of attention. Melissa 
wants to be a model—she’s beautiful, popular, and talented. There’s just one small problem—
Melissa thinks she’s pregnant, and she wants Jaime’s help.  Fiction Level R 

Harmless by Dana Reinhardt - It was just a harmless little lie. Anna, Emma and Mariah concoct a 
story about why they're late getting home one night—a story that will replace their parents' anger 
with concern. They just have to stand by it no matter what. Suddenly the police are involved, and 
the town demands that someone be punished. And then there is the man who is arrested and 
accused of a crime that never happened.  Fiction Level U 

Wringer by Jerry Spinelli - Sometimes he wished it would come after him, chase him, this thing he 

did not want to be. But the thing never moved. It merely waited. Waited for him to come to it. In 

Palmer LaRue's hometown of Waymer, turning ten is the biggest event of a boy's life. It marks the 

day when a boy is ready to take his place as a wringer at the annual Family Fest. It's an honor and a 

tradition. But for Palmer, his tenth birthday is not something to look forward to, but something to 

dread because -- although he can't admit this to anyone -- Palmer does not want to be a 

wringer.  Fiction Level U 

Wonderstruck by Brian Seiznick - Ben and Rose secretly wish for better lives. Ben longs for his 

unknown father. Rose scrapbooks a famous silent actress. When Ben finds clues and Rose reads 

enticing news, the children independently run to New York for what they are missing. Ben's story in 

words, Rose's in pictures, come together in deafness. Historical Fiction, Level W 

Crossed by Ally Condie - The Society chooses everything. The books you read. The music you listen 

to. The person you love. Yet for Cassia the rules have changed. Ky has been taken and she will 

sacrifice everything to find him. And when Cassia discovers Ky has escaped to the wild frontiers 
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beyond the Society there is hope. But on the edge of society nothing is as it seems...a 

rebellion is rising. Fantasy,   Level Z 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak, - It’s just a small story really, about among other things: a girl, 
some words, an accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a Jewish fist-fighter, and quite a lot of 
thievery. . . .Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s groundbreaking new novel is the 
story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager 
existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the 
help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her 
neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before he is 
marched to Dachau. Realistic Fiction, Level Z 

The Tyrant’s Daughter by J.C. Carleson - From a former CIA officer comes the riveting account of a 
royal Middle Eastern family exiled to the American suburbs. When her father is killed in a coup, 15-
year-old Laila flees from the war-torn Middle East to a life of exile and anonymity in the U.S. 
Gradually she adjusts to a new school, new friends, and a new culture, but while Laila sees 
opportunity in her new life, her mother is focused on the past. She’s conspiring with CIA operatives 
and rebel factions to regain the throne their family lost. Laila can’t bear to stand still as an 
international crisis takes shape around her, but how can one girl stop a conflict that spans 
generations?  Realistic Fiction. Level Z 

 

The Magic Finger by Roald Dahl - The Gregg family loves hunting, but their eight-year-old 

neighbor can't stand it. After countless pleas for them to stop are ignored, she has no other choice -- 

she has to put her magic finger on them. Now the Greggs are a family of birds, and like it or not, 

they're going to find out how it feels to be on the other end of the gun.  Level N 

Chocolate Fever by Robert Smith - Henry Green is a boy who loves chocolate. He likes it bitter, 

sweet, dark, light, and daily; for breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks; in cakes, candy bars, milk, and 

every other form you can possibly imagine. Henry probably loves chocolate more than any boy in 

the history of the world. One day-it starts off like any other day-Henry finds that strange things are 

happening to him. First he makes medical history with the only case of Chocolate Fever ever. Then 

he finds himself caught up in a wild and hilarious chase, climaxed by a very unusual hijacking!  

Level O 

Fantastic Mr. Fox by Roald Dahl - Fantastic Mr. Fox is on the run! The three meanest farmers 

around are out to get him. Fat Boggis, squat Bunce, and skinny Bean have joined forces, and they 

have Mr. Fox and his family surrounded. What they don’t know is that they’re not dealing with just 

any fox–Mr. Fox would never surrender. But only the most fantastic plan ever can save him now. 

Level P 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume - Life with his little brother, Fudge, makes Peter 

Hatcher feel like a fourth grade nothing. Whether Fudge is throwing a temper tantrum in a shoe 

store, smearing mashed potatoes on the walls at Hamburger Heaven, or trying to fly, he’s never far 

from trouble. He’s an almost three-year-old terror who gets away with everything, and Peter’s had 
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it up to here! When Fudge walks off with Dribble, Peter’s pet turtle, it’s the last straw. 

Peter has put up with Fudge for too long. Way too long! How can he get his parents to pay attention 

to him for a change? Level Q 

Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko  - A Newbery Honor Book 
Today I moved to a twelve-acre rock covered with cement, topped with bird turd and surrounded 
by water. I'm not the only kid who lives here. There's my sister, Natalie, except she doesn't count. 
And there are twenty-three other kids who live on the island because their dads work as guards or 
cook's or doctors or electricians for the prison, like my dad does. Plus, there are a ton of murderers, 
rapists, hit men, con men, stickup men, embezzlers, connivers, burglars, kidnappers and maybe 
even an innocent man or two, though I doubt it. The convicts we have are the kind other prisons 
don't want. I never knew prisons could be picky, but I guess they can. You get to Alcatraz by being 
the worst of the worst. Unless you're me. I came here because my mother said I had to. Level  X 

The Chronicles of Vladimir Tod by Heather Brewer - Vlad has to keep his vampire urges under 
control while dealing with the pressures of middle school.Thirteen-year-old Vladimir Tod really 
hates junior high. Bullies harass him, the principal is dogging him, and the girl he likes prefers his 
best friend. Oh, and Vlad has a secret: His mother was human, but his father was a vampire. With no 
idea of the extent of his powers, Vlad struggles daily with his blood cravings and his enlarged fangs. 
When a substitute teacher begins to question him a little too closely, Vlad worries that his cover is 
about to be blown. But then he faces a much bigger problem: he is being hunted by a vampire killer. 
Level Y/Z 

The Selection by Kiera Cass - For thirty-five girls, the Selection is the chance of a lifetime. The 

opportunity to escape the life laid out for them since birth. To be swept up in a world of glittering 

gowns and priceless jewels to live in a palace and compete for the heart of gorgeous Prince Maxon. 

But for America Singer, being selected is a nightmare. It means turning her back on her secret love 

with Aspen, who is a caste below her. Leaving her home to enter a fierce competition for a crown 

she doesn't want living in a palace that is constantly threatened by violent rebel attacks. Then 

America meets Prince Maxon. Gradually, she starts to question all the plans she's made for herself—

and realizes that the life she's always dreamed of may not compare to a future she never imagined. 

Level Z 

I Am Malala by Patricia McCormick & Malala Yousafzai - When the Taliban took control of the Swat 

Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her 

right to an education. On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the 

ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school 

and few expected her to survive. Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an 

extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations 

in New York. At sixteen, she has become a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest-ever 

Nobel Peace Prize laureate. Level Y 

Crash by Jerry Spinelli - Meet Crash Coogan. Crash seems to be all brawn and no brains, but he will 

need more than mere muscles to face the upcoming challenges in his life. Now available in 
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paperback, Award-winner Jerry Spinelli has created a hilarious, poignant story of a 

cocky seventh-grade super-jock. Level V 

Everything, Everything by Nicola Yoon- My disease is as rare as it is famous. Basically, I’m allergic 

to the world. I don’t leave my house, have not left my house in seventeen years. The only people I 

ever see are my mom and my nurse, Carla. But then one day, a moving truck arrives next door. I 

look out my window, and I see him. He’s tall, lean and wearing all black—black T-shirt, black jeans, 

black sneakers, and a black knit cap that covers his hair completely. He catches me looking and 

stares at me. I stare right back. His name is Olly. Maybe we can’t predict the future, but we can 

predict some things. For example, I am certainly going to fall in love with Olly. It’s almost certainly 

going to be a disaster. 

 

The Sun is also a Star by Nicola Yoon- Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not 

fate. Not destiny. Or dreams that will never come true. I’m definitely not the kind of girl who meets 

a cute boy on a crowded New York City street and falls in love with him. Not when my family is 

twelve hours away from being deported to Jamaica. Falling in love with him won’t be my story. 

Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living up to my parents’ high expectations. 

Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But when I see her, I forget about all that. Something about Natasha 

makes me think that fate has something much more extraordinary in store—for both of us. The 

Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this single moment. A million futures lie 

before us. Which one will come true? 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas - Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: 
the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The 
uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her 
childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon afterward, his 
death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a 
gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil's name. Some cops and the local drug lord 
try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that 
night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does or does not say 
could upend her community. It could also endanger her life. 

 

The Horse Thief by Robert Newton Peck - Miyax, like many adolescents, is torn. But unlike most, 

her choices may determine whether she lives or dies. At 13, an orphan, and unhappily married, 

Miyax runs away from her husband's parents' home, hoping to reach San Francisco and her pen pal. 

But she becomes lost in the vast Alaskan tundra, with no food, no shelter, and no idea which is the 

way to safety. Now, more than ever, she must look hard at who she really is. And when a pack of 

wolves begins to accept her into their community, Miyax must learn to think like a wolf as well. If 

she trusts her Eskimo instincts, will she stand a chance of surviving? Level W 

 


